[Treatment of craniopharyngiomas in children. Retrospective analysis of 50 cases].
In order to evaluate the results of surgery and radiotherapy upon craniopharyngiomas in children, the authors review their own series of 50 cases treated from 1968 to 1985 and the literature. After subtotal removal, the recurrence-free survival rate, 10 years postoperatively, was 37%. This rate was significantly higher (72%) when the subtotal removal was followed by irradiation with a dose of 50 to 55 grays: however, deafness and severe neuro-psychological and intellectual sequelae were frequent in these patients. After radical excision the rate of recurrence was the lowest, with a 10 year-recurrence-free survival rate of 88%. The postoperative mortality was low in case of pre-chiasmatic craniopharyngiomas, but high in case of retro-chiasmatic ones. Nevertheless, it appears from the recent literature data that impressive surgical improvements are to be expected from new surgical routes, associated with the use of the most recent technologies. The conclusions of this study are: 1. Radical excision is the treatment of choice; 2. If radical excision is not possible, surgery should be followed by irradiation to lower the risk of recurrence; 3. However, in view of the dangers of radiotherapy to the growing brain, it should be delayed as long as possible, particularly in the case of young children, and used only when tumor recurrence has been demonstrated.